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1899-1902 he accepted the leadership of the party Asquith was the principal
Age 47-60 rmmer_1Ip} an(j that if he (Campbell-OBannerman) declined the place
Asquith would have succeeded him. Yet in the years that followed
he never had the slightest fear that Asquith might wish to supplant
him, or betrayed any trace of the jealousy which older men are
sometimes supposed to feel for younger men who are close on their
heels. On the contrary, he seemed to go out of his way to provide
opportunities for Asquith to display his parliamentary abilities and
to urge him to take them when, as often happened, he was reluctant.
This element of trust between the two .men helped greatly in the
efforts which both made to restore peace in the crisis of 1902, $nd
was the main factor in keeping the peace which lasted unbroken
between them until Campbell-Bannerman's death.
In less than a year the Unionist leaders themselves performed the
seemingly impossible feat of reuniting the Liberal Party, and all
these events faded into the background. From this time forward
no one less than Asquith desired to stir the embers of old quarrels,
and he now had the opportunity of rendering some of his most
signal service to the Liberal Party.
,
It may be added here that Liberal Imperialism was no sudfei
invention of the South African war period.    In its origins it was
a reaction from the " little Englandism," which rightly or wrongly
had become associated with Gladstonian Liberalism, and a revival
within the party of the  Palmerstonian  spirit  of the  previous
generation.   In the  'eighties its principal exponents were Lord
Rosebery and Sir Charles Dilke among politicians, and Mr. W.
T. Stead in the Press :   and,  in  common with  many young
men of this time, Asquith, when he first came to the scene,
was in general sympathy with  their views.    The  special aim
of this group was, in their own phrase, to promote a "sane,
imperialism,"  founded on  careful study of imperial  questions,
but without the bluster and swagger of jingoism, and altogether
dissociated from the whiggery which caused the  Palmerstonian
Liberals to be ranked as reactionaries in home affairs.   They saw
no reason why Badical&in domestic politics should not in this sense
be good imperialists, or why care for the Empire and its problem
should be regarded as the special preserve of the Tory Party.
Asqufth always objected to writing himself down as an adherent of
any parfcictilar school.  He was, as he used to say, " a Liberal, with-
or fitifflx."   But quite early in the day he came under

